A HOMEY PARLOR is a histor-
ical site in the Webb House
inWethersfield, Connecticut.
On May 21-23,1781, Washing-
ton met here with France's
Rochambeau to draw a plan
for the Yorktown campaign.

A HUGE HEARTH dominates
the kitchen of the Ford House
in Morristown, New Jersey.
Around its fire, Washington
and his staff huddled in 1779-
1780, through a Ttfinter worse
than Valley Forge, 1777-1778.
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Eight years of absence
and the burdens of command

ON June 18,1775, (Jeorge Washington wrote his wife
Martha that Congress had named him eommander-
in-chief of the colonial forces: "so far from seeking this
appointment, I have used every endeavor in my power
to avoid it... from a consciousness of its being too great

a trust for rny capacity----" He assured her, "... I shall

return safe to you in the fall"; but except for two brief
stopovers in 1781, he would be away from Mount Vernon
for more than eight years.

Through that desperate epoch, Washington presided
over Mount Vernon by mail. His instructions detailed the
smallest repair, the best use of a particular slave. They
were also sweeping. A letter to his nephew-caretaker de-
clared: "Let the Hospitality of the House, with respect to
the poor be kept up; Let no one go hungry away ... I
have no objection to your giving my money in Charity,
to the Amount of forty or fifty Pounds a Year... ."

Finally the war ended, and at noon on December 4,
1783, George Washington bade farewell to arms in New
York's Fraunees Tavern (opposite). After a long silence,
he told his officers: "With a heart full of love and grati-
tude, I now take leave of you. 1 most devoutly wish that
your later days may be as prosperous and happy as your
former ones have been glorious and honorable."

Then he began his journey home to Mount Vernon,

